	LESSON # 2

That’s Debatable (Chapters 1-5)

	Standard 2:
Learners will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression.

Standard 4:
Learners will read, write, listen, and speak for social interaction.

	Goals for this Lesson

	Learners will understand…
	Learners will be able to…

	· Providing text-based evidence distinguishes opinion from analysis.

· Providing evidence strengthens persuasive writing and speaking.

· There exist different points of view. Values and perspectives shape points of view.
	· Formulate persuasive arguments

· Make perceptive and well-developed connections to prior knowledge

· Make effective use of language in oral presentation

· Express ideas and concerns clearly, respectfully, and effectively

	Activity

	· Readers respond to questions from Quick Quiz One (. (5 mins)

· Readers divide into two groups and consider the following question: Was Kendry justified in lying about her race?  Group A will take the pro side of this prompt (arguing that Kendry was justified). Group B will take the con side of this prompt (arguing that Kendry was not justified).

· Readers will have 10-15 minutes for data collection and argument construction. Readers should draw on specific examples from history and current events to support assertions. Use Handout 2-A( and 2-B( with this activity.  (20 mins)

· Debate (25 mins): 

· If time and resources permit, allow readers to engage in data collection using encyclopedias, the Internet, and other available resources.  

· After time for data collection expires, seat groups so that they face each other. The speaker for the pro side (Group A) will issue an opening statement. Next, the speaker for the con side (Group B) will issue an opening statement.  After opening statements, each participant proceeds to present her/his point.  Continue down the line with each person refuting the previous opposition argument and then presenting a new point of her/his own.

· Be sure to keep time for each group.  Allow 1-2 minutes for each reader to present her/his counterpoint.

· Take notes and close the debate by restating and affirming strong points made by both groups. 

	Feedback and Assessment
	Homework

	· Graded Quick Quiz One (
· Comments on bullet points presented by groups

· Comments on definition of “passing” from Lesson #1 homework
	· Homework: Read summary of Larsen’s novel, Passing from Handout 4 (.  Find the title of 3 other books with similar themes
· Read chapters 6-10

	
Notes for Instructors


	Differentiating: Reader’s self-election into roles allows differentiation.  Consider assigning roles based on your assessment of the readers’ interests and readiness.  Use Handout 3( “Debate Format Roles.”
Extending: For more information about formatting debates, visit The International Debate Education Association website (http://www.idebate.org/index.php).




	(QUICK QUIZ ONE (
Chapters 1-5


1. The following was hung over the mantel piece:

a. A calendar with the caption, “You’re a Winner!”

b. A picture of Kendry’s father

c. A picture of Doris and Dr. Higgman

d. A placard from Doris’s former job

2. Kendry told Dr. Higgman which of the following things:


a. That her mother was addicted to drugs

b. That she loved all of her friends at Crestman

c. That she planned to run away from home

d. None of this above

3. Which of the following people were not on the train:

a. The black girls

b. A woman with a flaring hat

c. A teacher from Kendry’s former school

d. A group of business people

4. Doris told Kendry the following news:

a. That she’s has managed to sell five houses

b. That Kendry’s father will be returning

c. That there is no Santa Clause

d. None of the above

5. True or False: The house into which Kendry and Doris moves is a 2-bedroom flat.

6. True or False: Kendry was least nervous about what she would wear to school.

7. What did Kendry notice about PLD?

a. That the school was larger and had more resources than Crestman

b. That the school was older and had less resources than Crestman

c. That the cars in the parking lot were covered with pollen

d. That the teachers never spoke above a whisper

8. What happened after Tandy told Kendry that Kendry was in her seat?

a. Kendry said, “Too bad,” and rolled her eyes

b. Kendry got up and toppled her pencil case in the process

c. Tandy forcibly removed Kendry from the seat

d. Tandy called Principal Bellews to settle the dispute

9. Tandy thought that Kendry’s father was which of the following:

a. A lawyer

b. A black man

c. A teacher at PLD

d. Insensitive to poor people

10. What lie does Kendry tell Tandy?

a. That she never attended Crestman School

b. That her father is black

c. That her mother is black

d. That she has lived in East Atlanta for her entire life

	(HANDOUT 2-A(
That’s Debatable


Was Kendry justified in lying about her race? 

As Group A, you will take the pro side of this argument.  This means you are to defend the following statement: Kendry Clare was justified in lying about her race.  To mount a persuasive case, you should do the following:

1. Elect a speaker for your group.  This person will present a 2-3 minute opening statement outlining the group’s main points.

2. Make a list of points that support your argument.  Draw on text-based evidence from Chapters 1-5 (or the 12-page excerpt) of The Pencil Test, as well as examples for history and current events.  

3. Make a list of arguments that the opposing group may present; next, develop counterpoints to these arguments.

4. During the debate, note points made by the opposing group.  These will help you to develop impromptu counter argument.

	(HANDOUT 2-B(
That’s Debatable


Was Kendry justified in lying about her race? 

As Group B, you will take the con side of this argument.  This means you are to defend the following statement: Kendry Clare was not justified in lying about her race.  To mount a persuasive case, you should do the following:

1.  Elect a speaker for your group.  This person will present a 2-3 minute opening statement outlining the group’s main points.

2. Make a list of points that support your argument.  Draw on text-based evidence from Chapters 1-5 (or the 12-page excerpt) of The Pencil Test, as well as examples for history and current events.  

3. Make a list of arguments that the opposing group may present; next, develop counterpoints to these arguments.

4. During the debate, note points made by the opposing group.  These will help you to develop your impromptu counter argument.

Courtesy of James Guilford.  Visit www.jamesguilford.com for more resources, including information about scheduling the author to visit your school, book club, or organization.

